
TOWN of FOX LAKE Minutes of Special Meeting of the Electors to Reinstate Village Powers for the Town of 

Fox Lake, pursuant to Sec. 60.22 (3) of Wis. Stats and Town of Fox Lake Code of Ordinances (Revised 2015), 

Chapter 2, Section 15.  

 

Tuesday, July 19, 2016 — Town Hall at 7:00p.m. 

This special meeting was called to order by Town of Fox Lake Chairman Carlton Schley at 7:10pm with 

117 electors registered in a poll book maintained by Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Pufahl (NOTE: all 117 

members of the public present were determined to be eligible electors during the meeting sign-in process 

and were provided with a red card of colored paper to indicate same).  A motion was made by Julie 

Flemming, seconded by Jack Casey, to follow the document entitled, “Special Town Meeting Procedures 

of July 19, 2016” which read: 

Special Town Meeting Procedures, July 19, 2016 

1. Call to Order 

2. Discussion and Comments – Limited to 45 minutes 

Persons wishing to speak must state their name and address.  Speakers will be limited to 4 minutes and 

must be recognized by the Chair. 

Town Board members are Town electors at this meeting and must adhere to these same procedures. 

Questions will be referred to the Town Attorney who may refer to other individuals for information. 

3. Distribute Paper Ballots with the Following Resolution: 

“Be it resolved that we, the Town electors of the Town of Fox Lake, Dodge County, Wisconsin, being duly 

assembled at the Special Town Meeting on July 19, 2016, do hereby authorize the Town Board to exercise 

village powers pursuant to Secs. 60.10(2)(c) and 60.22(3) of the Wisconsin Statues.” 

Yes:   No:   Abstain: 

4. Collect and Count Ballots (Town Clerk, Deputy Town Clerk and Town Attorney) 

5. Announce Results 

6. Destroy Ballots 

7. Adjourn 

 

Discussion following the motion was per Jerry Cypert who requested that the format of this special 

meeting of the electors be conducted in a similar format as the most recent special meeting of the electors 

in that speakers be allowed to speak either pro- or con- for the vote under consideration in alternating 

format; a motion was made to amend the previous motion per Jerry Cypert, seconded by Cheryl Beier that 

under Discussion Item #2 for alternating comments for/against the vote under consideration with a four 

(4) minute time limit.  A motion was made close discussion by Jerry Cypert, seconded by Josh Cypert to 

close discussion.  A voice vote was called regarding the motion to close discussion, all in favor, motion 

carried. A vote was called for the motion on the floor by voice vote, all in favor, motion carried.  The 

meeting proceeded to the 45 minutes comment section: 

Jerry Pruitt of Maple Point Road asked for clarification on what powers the Town Board would have if 

village powers were reinstated as there was much discussion of the matter amongst the people, and the 

Town Attorney explained the effect of the presence of village powers for a Town per Wis. Stats. 60.10(2) 

(c) and 60.22(3). 

Jerry Cypert of County Road F recommended that the electors present stay for the special meeting 

following this special meeting of the electors and encouraged people to participate in Town government.  

He stated that inaccurate information has been provided and stated this Board has an integrity and honesty 



issue.  He stated that he was going to vote “yes” for the vote being considered; he believes that there are 

currently three Board members that will do a good job but does question some of the activities of the 

other Board members and believes that this Board needs to be watched. Some time ago, Supervisor 

Brieman had recommended that this special meeting of the electors be held on the same date as the July 9 

Special Meeting of the Electors meeting, this recommendation was not followed by the Board in the date 

setting for this meeting.  This is a waste of the electors’ time.  He suggested that the reason the Board 

made the decision to have two separate meeting dates was due to the fact that the elector who made the 

motion to eliminate village powers for the Town Board has a Dodge County Board Meeting tonight and 

could not be present.  This is the reason why the Board set this meeting for this date and this is 

reprehensible.  During the March or April Board meeting, Supervisor Flemming stated that Dodge 

County was “too busy” to perform zoning activities for the Town.  At the July 9
th
 Special Meeting of the 

Electors Joe Giebel of Dodge County was asked this same question and responded to the contrary.  Jerry 

stated that he contacted Dodge County personally and again received information that the 

abovementioned statements were inaccurate.  He has formally requested from Supervisor Flemming from 

whom her information was received from and no response has been provided. 

Attorney Horne stated that he was not to present recommendations but simply to assist with interpretation 

of the law and went on to list several of the advantages of the Town being able to have village powers. 

Clarence Feucht of Sunset Lane was next and asked, “Where is our respect for our elected officials?”  

They work hard and put in a lot of time and deserve respect.  He is in support of the Board retaining 

village powers.  This Board was elected by the majority of the electors; if the electors do not like the job 

this Board is doing they should consider running for office.  This Board is doing a great job and the 

previous Board also did a great job. 

Kenneth Wolf of Blackhawk Trail was next and commented that the public should support the current 

“new” Board.  They took care of a manure spreading issue during this past winter that was not previously 

taken care of, and this spreading occurred within 1,000 feet of the lake.  Per Attorney Horne the authority 

over matters like this is oftentimes WI DNR and DATCAP which must be consulted.  Village powers 

may help with the regulation of manure-related issues overall, but still the Town may not adopt any 

ordinance that is not already under the jurisdiction of another authority.  Mr. Wolf stated that the Town 

should take care of this sort of thing. 

Judy Schmidt of Brave Road was next and stated that she could not understand why anyone in their right 

mind would want to give up the powers that they already have – that would be “ridiculous”. 

Darlene Cypert of County Road F then donated her four (4) minutes of time to Jerry Cypert who spoke 

again.  He is concerned for the Town and also has a great deal of hope that this Board will work together 

with the citizens of this Town work for the common interest.  He again asked that the public stay involved 

with Town government. 

Dale Bahr of County Road AA stated that he thought that he thought that, “the reason why a lot of this 

power got stripped away was because previous members of this Town were trying to hide stuff”; and that 

the public should support the current Board in reconciling what the previous Board had done. 



Wayne Kok of County Road AA indicated that he was a member of the Town Board and stated that a lot 

of things had come and that the Board does not know what is ahead; aerial manure application, strip 

clubs, frack sand, drones, etc.  Village powers are a helpful tool to protect the lifestyle that the people of 

the Town have come to appreciate. 

Sandy Meekma of Chief Kuno Trail stated that it was interesting that so many electors spoke against 

Town zoning on July 9
th
 and now we have a crowd that is almost as large assembled at the previous 

meeting and “they are all in favor of village powers.”  “This is all a setup, all pre-arranged…and if you 

really care about your Town…we want zoning back; we want to keep our powers,” as local powers are so 

important. 

Beverly Quast of Howard Drive stated that at the July 9
th
 meeting it was asked what the County did for 

zoning and what the Town Zoning Administrator did for zoning; rumors were that a massive cattle farm 

will be going up in a nearby municipality and she questioned what the Town would now do without local 

zoning authority.  The vote at the previous meeting was very close.  The Town will now not be able to 

protect itself and the County will not represent us well.  She wanted to clarify that we gave up our zoning 

rights and now there would be a lot to be done to get Town zoning back. 

Sharon Zak of Blackhawk Trail stated that we as Fox Lake residents know our own lake best; Dodge 

County doesn’t know our lake as well as we do, why would be destroy our lake that way?  She stated that 

whatever went into the Lake the winter was now showing its’s effect (with the abundant aquatic weed 

growth). 

Dan Siewert of Lake Emily Road stated that he was offended as a farmer by many of the comments of the 

public that portrayed farmers negatively. 

Nan Briedenbach of Chief Kuno Trail stated that everyone wants the best for their lake and that “our Fox 

Lake is in trouble”; “We need to all come together and thing how we can make the Lake better” as it 

draws people to the area.  There are too many weeds this year; if you aren’t on the Lake you don’t know 

how bad it is. 

Cheryl Beier of Hickory Bay Road questioned the Board how will the presence of village powers help 

with aquatic weed control?  The response of Chairman Schley was that WI DNR and Dodge County and 

other State and County organizations largely have control over the lake.  He stated that this Board is 

diligent, calls people and organizations; he feels that the WI DNR does not respond like it used to.  The 

Board cannot enact any ordinance to affect this.  Several of the Board members have lived in Fox Lake 

for years; this Board is concerned about important issues and is here for the people of this Town.  The 

Board cannot pass an ordinance to override the WI DNR, but sometimes the voice of the Board is 

weighed heavier than the voice of a single citizen.  He stated that this Board need village powers and 

without them is “basically dead in the water.” 

Kathy Rydquist of Chief Kuno Trail stated that electors present that wished to know more about aquatic 

weeds should come to the FLILPARD August 6, 2016 meeting.  She stated however that this was not the 

meeting about aquatic weeds but the meeting about how the rights of the Town had been taken away by 

certain individuals within the Town.  She stated that she found it “really strange” that years ago the Board 

really wanted zoning and some of those individuals that were strongly in favor of Town zoning included 



Ed Benter, Tom Wissing, and Ron Babros who have now tried to remove Town zoning.  She finds it 

strange that a group of people who worked so hard and so diligently would now want to remove the Town 

authority for Town zoning.  These individuals are not here tonight as village powers are a different 

matter, but “they are trying to get our powers taken away.” She would like to know why this is the case if 

“it was so great” before to have Town zoning, then, “why is a bunch of crap now?”  

Julie Flemming of Chief Kuno Trail donated her four (4) minutes of time to Kenneth Wolff, who spoke 

previously who stated that he was a farmer and didn’t want to offend any of the farmers present; however, 

he has observed issues with manure spreading before and nobody had done anything about it until he 

called a Board member recently and this matter was resolved.  There are a lot of good farmers in the 

country. 

Mason Zantow of Howard Drive spoke, introducing himself as the Town Clerk/Treasurer, and stated that 

he would like to respond to some of the detrimental statements made previously in the meeting against Ed 

Benter.  He stated that the reason why Ed Benter could not be present for the meeting tonight was due to 

the Board had scheduled the special meeting tonight on a date and time when Ed Benter could not be 

present due to the fact that he was representing us at the Dodge County Board of Supervisors meeting.  

He stated that he had a tremendous amount of respect for Ed Benter, and the comments that were 

previously made are not representing the picture fully.  He stated that it should be understood that fact 

that people such as Ed Benter were instrumental in helping bring Town zoning into fruition and yet today 

have opposed it on record is precisely because the amount of careful thought and consideration that 

informed individuals such as Ed Benter have put into the matter at hand.  They put a lot of effort, 

dedication and time into Town zoning that most citizens would not be able to sacrifice, and the decision 

to support recision of Town zoning was certainly not something taken lightly.  He stated that he was 

actually in favor of the Town Board having reinstatement of village powers, but that he is not personally 

in favor of the Town having zoning authority.  He believes that it is of objective benefit to the Town to 

have village powers reinstated. 

Mr. Hollnagel of Chief Kuno Trail stated that the problem with the Lake is that there are two wastewater 

treatment plants on the Lake, therefore don’t blame the farmers and the golf course. 

A motion was made per Kim Pruitt, seconded by Jerry Cypert to close discussion.  A voice vote was 

called in unanimous favor of the motion; all in favor, motion carried. 

Ballots were then distributed to the public by Clerk/Treasurer Zantow and Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Pufahl 

to all of the electors in the room.  The electors then submitted their votes by secret ballot in the ballot box 

provided.  Attorney Horne, Clerk/Treasurer Zantow and Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Pufahl then removed the 

ballots to the office of the Clerk/Treasurer for counting the ballots.  Below were the results: 

“Be it resolved that we, the Town electors of the Town of Fox Lake, Dodge County, Wisconsin, being duly 

assembled at the Special Town Meeting on July 19, 2016, do hereby authorize the Town Board to exercise 

village powers pursuant to Secs. 60.10(2)(c) and 60.22(3) of the Wisconsin Statues.” 

Yes: 98 No: 18 Abstain: 0 

 

These results were then announced with the public per Chairman Schley. 



A motion was made by Steve Eisenga, seconded by Mark Brieman to adjourn.  Meeting was adjourned at 

8:30pm.  The ballots were then promptly destroyed by Attorney Horne, Chief Officer Gebhardt, 

Clerk/Treasurer Zantow in the Police Department office.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Mason Zantow, Clerk/Treasurer 


